The first Lookers

Seand anywhere on Romney March,
where Bomans once panned salr a8
payment for thelr troops, and you
are surrounded by historg Some
as hidden archaeology or ruins,
such as St Marting Oratory, dating
from &70 when Rompey wat 3
hldden Saxon Bough. Others Hie
the Morman Chirch of 5t Micholas, stll standing prowd and
resonating to the voloes of |5 congregation, dholr and bells
over P00 years sinoe s construction by Bishop Odo, half
brother to Duke Willlam. Stroll the banks of the Military
Canal, or sround Martello Towers and echoes of the
Mapoleonic War are roused. Then walk the Nebds and
meadows with chelr focks of Romney sheep, In the
footsteps of "Wool smugglers’, Inspect a restored ‘Lookers
Hut" where once Lookers sheltered out of the weather, slept
o the small bed and ate the mutton and vegetable Lookers
Fie, while tending 1o the Rocks owned by the absentes
Lanadionds,

Romney Sheep

The pastunes of Romney
Marsh provide bdeal
grazimg lor sheep, indeed
hivtory moonds *A long
woolled, strong and
highly valuable sheep has been kept on Romney, m since
time [mmensorial”.

The unique environment on-Romney Marsh has d:vﬂnrd a
breed of large framed, hardy animals thar are dedle, good
foragers and reslstann 1o oot rot.

The Romney sheep provided the ﬁ:luudil:hh for the English
woolben industry. Thelr long but dense Rleece was highly
prired, leading to widespread wool smiaggling.

Romneys are also well known for their meat, with its
deficate taste even in obder Lambs,

Thie sheep were 30 important (o the region that during the

- Second Workd War, they were evacuated abead of the women
and chibdnend
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How they lived

The life of a Looker was a lonely
one. To be close to the Nocks
the Looker was forced bo live
away from his Family and
therefore peeded shelter out on
the marsh, this led to the conuruction of Looker's Hus',

The Looker's Hut was a simple bullding. generally abour 10t
by 10T, bubly mosthy of brick with a dled rool and dhimmey.
Inslde would have been a small scorage area, a sleeplng area
and a hearth. The Looker would use this hut o store tools;
o tend sickly sheep, as well as a shelter. Their only comfors
would have been the fireplace. There, the Looker could eep

Romney Marsh hai always been a difficult environment 1o
survive fin, by the Wah Century disesxse and poverty had sareck,
and many Farms, houses and dhundhes were abandoned 2 the
population dwindbed. The land was bowght up by absentes
landbonds, whao lived some distamce away, to form Larger
holdings. These were Lild down to pasture for sheep, which was
less labour intensive than the growing of crops,

vearm, heat milk for
This led to a huge increase in the population of sheep on lambs and food for
Romney Marsh, it bs estimated that by B%0 there were about themsetves,
225000 sheep. There were also many rypes of pasture and Surrounding the hut

would kave been

flocks needed 1o be moyed man‘p tlmes Mng A year,

numerous pens where

J sick shoep could be kept
5 close at hand. The huts
- were mainly used during

lamilsdmg, but also for

shearing or ammending to

disease in the summer

months.
i The Looker could spend
¥ 5 six woeks at a time in the
hut, relying on his family to bring his provisons,
.E There are still people
T living on Romney
Iarsh who remember
sleeping In these
buildings. Many a

farmer's son, when the
family got oo big. was

r-mil travel with the focks and m:r.m relegated 1o sieeping
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Yo been fallen into disrepair through lack of wse, 2 changlng farming

methods have reduced the need for Lockers.
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